
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

MINUTES 

MONDAY, August 10th, 2026, at 7:00 PM 
BOARD MEMBERS & MAYOR MEET IN PERSON AT TOWN HALL 

I. Call To Order: Meeting called to order at pm by Leonard Berenato  

II. Roll Call: Leonard Berenato, Lisa Rae, Randal “Mac” McDonald, Mark Basham, 

Mickey Frey, Cory Chylik, Martin Gitlin. Via Zoom: Ryan Siemborski   

III. Consent Agenda 

A. Agenda Approval 

B. Minutes: 7.27.2026 

M. Gitlin motioned to approve the consent agenda as presented. 

M. Basham seconded the motion. Motion carried with all in favor. 

IV. Financial Report 

A. Bills for Approval   

M. Gitlin motioned to approve the bills for approval as presented. 

L. Rae seconded the motion. motion carried with all in favor. 
B. Audit Update: Staff Notes: 2025 Audit is in progress. Delayed 6 weeks due to Caselle 

“True Fund Accounting” Conversion. Caselle conversion is finally underway. Clerk 

received Auditor’s 2025 requests on 7.23.2026 and began submitting requested 

documents. Audit will be late to the state, as due by 7.31.2026, but will be submitted 

much closer to deadline than 2024’s was, and we will have our system set up correctly 

to be on track for 2026 Audit. 

C. Budget Update: Staff Notes: Budget Committee will meet August 15th at 9am to begin 

2027 budget discussions. Preliminary budget due to the Silver Plume Board of Trustees 

by October, and Final Budget and Associated Resolutions due by December 31st, 2026. 

Will need to raise water and sewer rates as those fees have not increased for a number 

of years. 

V. Public Comment: Ryan Siemborski joins the Board of Trustees. He already attended the 

6pm PZB meeting to discuss some issues he has with the sidewalks on Main Street 

between Jefferson and Silver Street. Trustees cannot take action on a public comment 

item, but R. Siemborski is encouraged to speak. Sidewalks along Main Street are 

obstructed with overgrowth and personal property such as dumpsters and vehicles. R. 

Siemborski is asking the Town to create a sidewalk that pedestrians can use to travel 

along the sidewalk. Timberline has already been notified about the dumpster, and they 

will move it off of the sidewalk onto the private property. This section of sidewalk is on 

the Towns list of priorities; however, it comes after a tank repair at the water treatment 

plant. R. Siemborski is just asking if the backhoe can be used to clear a five foot right 

away. L. Berenato states that this will be discussed during the R&B meeting on August 

22nd.  

VI. Old Business-Task List 

a. Continued Discussion of Camping Complaints within Town Limits: Staff 

Note: Clerk spoke with Town Attorney Jo Seavy on 7.29.2026. Camping within town 

limits is not defined in Ordinance 340, Silver Plume Land Use Code, as either an 

acceptable land use or a prohibited land use. It is therefore considered a 



nonconforming use, which is defined under Division 10 of the Town’s Land Use 

Code and applies to all legally established land use that does not conform with the 

requirements of the Land Use Code. Per the LUC, a nonconforming use may be 

continued, a nonconforming structure may continue to be occupied, and normal or 

routine maintenance of the structure shall be allowed, even if the Town passes an 

ordinance to try and address the issue. The only instance in which the 

nonconforming use is not grandfathered in is in the instance the nonconforming 

use expands. Essentially, there is not much the Town can legally do to intervene in 

this issue. Property owner should be encouraged to safeguard their own property 

and inform the Town if the area of the nonconforming use expands or grows. 

Mike Winchel joins the board and asks that the town intervenes into the 

camping situation. They are receiving a number of visitors at all hours of the 

night. Mike feels that this is inappropriate activity that is happening in the 

town. No one knows who these campers are, if they are safe people. There is 

no oversight. Mike asks the Town to pass an ordinance that would address 

some of these concerns. Three tenants also join and express concern that there 

have been people approaching the apartment building looking for bathroom 

facilities. They feel unsafe. The Board inquires what the easement says, and 

state that the wording of the easement could come into play. L. Berenato states 

that if the town would pass an ordinance now, this activity will be 

grandfathered in as it is a non-conforming use. The property owner lives in 

Munich, and the contact for this lot could not enforce the easement, the 

gentleman in Munich is the person who can contest the easement. The town 

Board is against people camping in town limits, but currently does not have an 

ordinance that prevents it and if they were to pass one it would not apply to 

this land use, as it is a non-conforming use. M. Gitlin states that most of the 

people that camp there do not know they are causing an issue and are generally 

okay people. M. Gitlin states that we need to direct our efforts towards the 

people that are in charge. A resident speaks and states that as a single female 

this is an annoyance and safety and peace of mind is in jeopardy. Mike states 

that he feels frustrated that the Town can address the STR issue, but cannot 

address this in the same way, as this is not enforceable in the same way. Clerk 

will get models for camping ordinances, Mike will get a copy of the easement, 

the Town will look into crafting an ordinance even though it will not be 

something the Town can use. The Town encourages signage and cameras. 

Mike states he will address this with spotlights and signage. M. Basham states 

that as an official body we are limited as to how we can approach this, but that 

the Town is on Mike’s side and will do what we can to address this. Mac states 

he will get a second opinion on the attorney’s opinion. Second, Mac asks if 

they have ever expanded past their property line. Third, Mac states these issues 

are better handled by a sanitary means. Mac asks if Mike can document any 

sanitary issues that are noticed. This activity has been going on for two years, 

this is not a historical use. Mac states that we could have a leg to stand on if 

someone could document either any expansion or sanitary issues. Mike states 

the Town should pass the camping ordinance and maybe the Harvest Host 

company would pull the location from their site. Boondockers Welcome is a 

split off of Harvest Host. Mickey reads off their rules and regulations. Also 



suggests passing some sort of vehicle length regulations. This will be on the 

agenda for the next regular meeting, Town will be prepared with a camping 

ordinance to pass at that next meeting. L. Berenato states that we don’t have 

cops and do not want them. Enforcement of this will be tricky, even with an 

ordinance. Mike states that most people are honest, and if they see a sign that 

says “camping prohibited by ordinance no. xx” will deter them right away. 

b. Continued Discussion of Town Shop Electrical and Door Quotes: Staff 

Note: Clerk has acquired three quotes for comparison to update the electrical 

system at the Town Shop. All three companies are local to Clear Creek County, and 

all three were provided with the same scope of work created by the Town Clerk. 

LE’s quote came in at $36,036, PME came in at $22,864, and MBIE came in at 

$20,500. The Town Clerk has contracted services by both PME and MBIE in the 

past and strongly encourages the Board to consider MBIE, as the past experience 

was very professional and done very timely. PME has proven to be less than reliable 

in the past. This electrical upgrade is necessary for the Town Shop to be used as a 

maintenance building, storage for the town’s equipment, and for work to progress 

on the Caboose. Board reviewed the acquired quotes in June, and have been waiting 

for the clerk to provide a quote for the doors. Clerk has not been able to meet up 

with the door company to do a walk through, and has not yet gotten that quote. 

Clerk was hopeful to have this quote for the board to review prior to the August 10th 

meeting, but has not been able to schedule said walk through as of yet and would 

like the Board to consider this portion of the project for approval prior to the snow 

falling. 

M. Basham moves to contract with MBIE to contract with the  

M. Gitlin seconds, motion passes with all in favor. 

 

VII. Committee and Commission Updates:  
1. Road and Bridge Committee: Q3 Meeting Scheduled for 8.22.2026 

@ 9am 

2. Budget Committee: Q3 Meeting Scheduled for 8.15.2026 @ 9am  

3. Personnel Management Committee   

4. Cemetery Committee: Cemetery Training Rescheduled from 

8.13.2026 to 9.24.2026   

5. Short Term Rental Committee: Q3 Meeting Scheduled for 8.29.2026 

@ 9am 

6. Silver Plume Mountain Park Commission: Q3 Meeting Scheduled 

for 8.31.2026 @ 5pm 

7. Miscellaneous Updates: Marty asks all to take a look at the park and 

se 

VIII. Adjournment: M. Basham motions to adjourn at 756pm. L. Rae seconds, motion passes 

with all in favor. 


